Remarks.?The three cases of cancer occurred in persons of 50 years old and upwards. In the first one, the dura mater was
In the second the cerebellum was the part affected, the dura mater was adherent, and there was pus in the brain; there was also cancer in the left lung and in the liver. Cancerous matter from the cerebellum, lung, and liver, was subjected to a microscropical examination by Mr Gulliver, and proved in all three to be identical; fatty molecules, either free or included as nuclei of the cancerous cells, were very abundant.
The third case, in the woman of 70, the cerebrum was affected with cancer, the dura mater adherent, and the brain around the cancerous mass in a pulpy state ; the lateral ventricles contained albuminous fluid. Both lungs, the bronchial glands, the left kidney, and the renal capsules were affected with cancer. The liver contained hydatid cysts. In two other males and one female, the blood was on the surface and base of the brain ; in one male, the ventricles on both sides were filled with blood, and in one there was a clot in the third and fourth ventricles.
The clot was in the right hemisphere in five males and seven females; in the right ventricle in one, and cerebral structure in three of the males, and in the corpus striatum in two; in the right ventricle in two, and cerebral structure in two of the females, and in the corpus striatum in one female.
The clot was in the left hemisphere in two males and four females ; in the left corpus striatum in one, and in the cerebral structure in the other male; in the left corpus striatum in one, and in the cerebral structure in three females.
The The weight of the liver in thirteen males varied from 27 to 60 ounces, and in fifteen females, from 27 to 65 ounces; the average weight in the males was 50*7 ounces, and in the females, 41 '5 ounces.
The weight of the stomach in thirteen males varied from 4? to 8-| ounces, and in fifteen females, from 3| to 7^ ounces; the average weight in the males was 6'8, and in the females, *5*3 ounces.
The weight of the spleen in thirteen males varied from 2^ to 7^ ounces, and in fifteen females, from 2 to 6f ounces; the average weight in the males was 4*7, and in the females, 3*6 ounces.* The weight of the pancreas in twelve males varied from 2 to 5 ounces, and in fifteen females, from 2 to 4 ounces; the average weight in the males was 3'1 ounces, and in the females, 2*6 ounces.
The weight of the uterus, without the appendages, varied in fourteen cases from f to 3^ ounces ; the average weight was 1*8 ounce.
The kidneys were enormously enlarged from cysts in No. 794, weighing 41 ounces, which case I have left out in calculating the average weight. They were above the average weight in health in one other case among the males, and below the average in four males and seven females. The wasting and degeneration of the kidneys, especially amongst females who have died of apoplexy, is a very frequent occurrence. Apoplexy has been noticed as following ischuria by Bonetus, Sepulchretum de Apoplexia, Obs. 61, and by many writers since.
The weight of the kidneys in twelve males varied from 5^ to 13 ounces, and in fifteen females from 6 to 9^ ounces; the average weight in the males was 8.8 ounces, and in the females, 7.2 ounces, which is three-quarters of an ounce less than the average weight in health for females. Abercrombie has made three divisions of apoplexy; the 1st, with extravasation of blood ; 2d, with effusion of serum ; and, 3d, without morbid appearance. Coma is the characteristic symptom of all three; in the first, from extravasation of blood ; the coma is frequently ushered in with premonitory symptoms, as headach, vertigo, sickness, &c. Abercrombie has given eighteen cases of the first, four of the second, and five of the third form.
As the morbid appearances have exclusively formed the basis of the arrangement herein followed, apoplexy, with extravasation of blood, is the only form included in The weight of the heart varied in five males from 5f to 9 ounces, The weight of the kidneys varied in five males from 5^ to 10 ounces, and in eight females, from 4 to 11^ ounces; the average weight in the males was 7*5, and in the females, 7*3 ounces.
The average weight of the stomach was 4*9 in the males, and 5 ounces in the females. The average weight of the uterus in six was 1*5 ounces.
The weight of the body varied in five men from 67 to 97 pounds, and in seven women from 67 to 97 pounds; the average weight in the men was 85*2, and in the women, 86*1 pounds, from which it appears the women had the advantage of the men in weight.
The same was the case, too, with respect to some of the organs, as the spleen, liver, and especially the heart, the relative size of which is remarked by Dr Clendinning to influence that of the body generally.
The average height of the males was 65*4, and of the females, 61*8 inches. Among the males the brain, liver, spleen, and kidneys were all below the average; there was also general emaciation of the body. Among the females the brain was considerably below the average weight as well as in the males, but there was a much smaller difference in the other organs mentioned.
The current opinion, that paralysis is more common in men than in women, is contrary to the evidence of the foregoing cases?a circumstance remarkably coincident with what has been already observed as regards apoplexy.
That paralysis would be more frequent in women than in men might be expected when we remember the fatality of apoplexy among the latter, for paralysis may often be regarded as a termination of apoplexy; and in women, as apoplexy is less fatal, the consequence of it, paralysis, will be found more frequent.
From the foregoing cases there appears to be a pathological cause of the fatality of apoplexy among men, viz., the great enlargement, and consequently increased force of the heart, producing a more extensive destruction of the brain.
There is a form of paralysis associated with insanity, which will come more properly under the latter head, as well as certain other peculiarities which will form the subject of special notice hereafter.
